Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,
whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a light to the nations.
You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts
and have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation.
You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree.
You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away.
Your own Son came among us as a servant,
to be Emmanuel, your presence with us.
He humbled himself in obedience to your will
and freely accepted death on a cross.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
Communion with Music
Communion Prayer
Children’s Time
Closing Hymn
Benediction

Welcome and Opening Prayer
Pastor Dottie Yunger ~ Lead Pastor
202-674-7788 (cell)
patuxentpastor@gmail.com (checked 2x/day Mon~Thurs)
Fridays are Sabbath

Lighting of the First Advent Candle
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[The first Advent Candle is lighted]

Reader: Today we light one candle - the Candle called HOPE, as a reminder that God's promises
are true. We place our hope in God. We place our lives I n God's care. Come, all is ready. Let
the light of this one candle, called HOPE, bring brightness to your spirits.

Opening Song

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16, Luke 21:25-36

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David
14

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those
days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will
be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

The Coming of the Son of Man

Prayer of Confession
It is so easy for us, Lord, to let the anger, frustration, and fear overshadow our lives. We can't
seem to escape it. We try to find some way to cover it up, but it remains. And in our anxiety,
we act out our fear in ways which are not helpful and, far too often, go against the ways you
have taught us to live. We feel the pressure to give, and resentment in giving. We feel the push
to be present at every upcoming event, and want to run and hide. Help us, Lord. Heal our
wounded spirits. Free us again to look to you for Hope. Let us see the many ways in which you
are present to us -- guiding, healing, loving, encouraging us. Forgive us for our fears and our
stubbornness. Bring us again to your light, for we ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN.

25

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption
is drawing near.”

Words of Assurance
"The days are coming", says the prophet Isaiah, "when all God's promises will be fulfilled." These
promises of hope, peace, joy, and love are for you. Receive the hope that God offers to you
today.

The Lesson of the Fig Tree
29

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.

Exhortation to Watch
34

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you
may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man.”
Sermon
Sharing God’s Grace
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Offering and Offering Prayer

The offering plates will be passed for those who wish to give in person. Online giving and
giving by mail are also available. Please dedicate your presence by signing the Contact/Visitor
cards in the Pew binder.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day
when justice shall roll down like waters
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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