Solomons United Methodist Church
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a
light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on
those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from their thrones and
exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away.
Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He humbled
himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
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On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, We offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again..
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of
Christ,
redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is
ours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer

Children’s Time

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle
Reader: Today we light four candles - the first Candle is called HOPE and it is a reminder that
God’s promises are true. The second Candle is called PEACE, God’s gentle loving peace for our
lives. The third Candle is called JOY, because of God’s absolute presence in our lives. The
fourth Candle is called LOVE, because of God’s great love for us. Come, all is ready. Let the
light of these candles, called HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE, bring brightness to your spirits.

Closing Hymn

Opening Hymn

Communion with Music
Communion Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Scripture Readings:
Micah 5: 2-5a
The Ruler from Bethlehem
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed
his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of
peace.
Luke 1: 39-55
Mary Visits Elizabeth
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
Mary’s Song of Praise
46
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed;9 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good
things,
and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever.”
Sermon

Lord, we are so excited. We want to jump ahead to the exciting and wondrous Christmas
Eve service. We are impatient to hear the whole story. Slow us down again, Lord. Cause us
to look at the blossoming of the branch and remind us that your love is blossoming in our
lives. As we hear Mary say “Yes!” to God’s good news, help us to remember that God
continually calls us to be those who will bear the good news to those in need. Forgive us
when we forget to do that. Heal our wounds and bind up our lives, our gifts, our talents, for
your glory. In Jesus’ Name. we pray. AMEN.

Words of Assurance
God’s love and faithfulness have been at work in you. You are healed and forgiven. Rejoice in
God’s love and blossom. AMEN.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us
the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

Rev. Dottie Yunger

Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Offering and Offering Prayer
The offering plates will be passed for those who wish to give in person. Online giving and giving by mail
are also available. Please dedicate your presence by signing the Contact/Visitor cards in the Pew binder.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Confession

Scripture Readings:
Micah 5: 2-5a
The Ruler from Bethlehem
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed
his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5 and he shall be the one of
peace.
Luke 1: 39-55
Mary Visits Elizabeth
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
Mary’s Song of Praise
46
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for
he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will
call me blessed;9 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good
things,
and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants
forever.”
Sermon

Lord, we are so excited. We want to jump ahead to the exciting and wondrous Christmas
Eve service. We are impatient to hear the whole story. Slow us down again, Lord. Cause us
to look at the blossoming of the branch and remind us that your love is blossoming in our
lives. As we hear Mary say “Yes!” to God’s good news, help us to remember that God
continually calls us to be those who will bear the good news to those in need. Forgive us
when we forget to do that. Heal our wounds and bind up our lives, our gifts, our talents, for
your glory. In Jesus’ Name. we pray. AMEN.

Words of Assurance
God’s love and faithfulness have been at work in you. You are healed and forgiven. Rejoice in
God’s love and blossom. AMEN.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us
the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.

Rev. Dottie Yunger

Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Offering and Offering Prayer
The offering plates will be passed for those who wish to give in person. Online giving and giving by mail
are also available. Please dedicate your presence by signing the Contact/Visitor cards in the Pew binder.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Solomons United Methodist Church
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a
light to the nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on
those who fear you from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from their thrones and
exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away.
Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He humbled
himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

Loving, Growing, and Serving in the Name of Jesus Christ

Sunday, December 23, 2018
10:00 a.m.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, We offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again..
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of
Christ,
redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is
ours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer

Children’s Time

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle
Reader: Today we light four candles - the first Candle is called HOPE and it is a reminder that
God’s promises are true. The second Candle is called PEACE, God’s gentle loving peace for our
lives. The third Candle is called JOY, because of God’s absolute presence in our lives. The
fourth Candle is called LOVE, because of God’s great love for us. Come, all is ready. Let the
light of these candles, called HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE, bring brightness to your spirits.

Closing Hymn

Opening Hymn

Communion with Music
Communion Prayer

