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1870 …. Building The Church
The site of the present church was donated by Mr. Isaac Solomon, a large contributor
to its construction, who owned the entire island and for whom the island and post office
are named.

The architecture is typical Chesapeake Bay tidewater, and the interior

design is early Methodist.

Construction began in late 1870.

Episcopal Church was dedicated to the Glory of God, June 1871.

Solomons Methodist

Church Bell
The baritone bell was cast by the
Eagle Bell Company of Lebanon,
Pennsylvania, shipped by steamboat

Circa 1911. Interior of Solomons Church

from Baltimore to the Steamboat
Wharf on Solomons Island in the
Spring of 1899 and delivered to the
church in a horse drawn wagon.

Stained Glass Transom 1913
The stained glass in the transom over the entrance door
has the inscription ‘Solomons M E 1870’.
When the church was constructed the denomination was
Methodist Episcopal. Early in the 20th Century the name
reverted back to Methodist. Today our denomination is

United Methodist.

1911 Sanctuary
Memorial Windows
Six

long,

narrow

stained

glass

windows were placed in the body of
the sanctuary.

The same design is

repeated in all six windows and in the
Norwood Memorial window.
The

Norwood

Memorial

window,

also referred to at the Cross and
Crown
Brother

window,
Richard

is

dedicated
Norwood,

to
who

founded the Methodist Congregation
on Solomons Island, September 1866.

1913 Chancel Memorial Windows
In the Pulpit Alcove (or Chancel) there are three stained

glass memorial windows, Holy Spirit, Cross and Lily, and
Angus Dei, with small carved gold leaf crosses in the trim
above.

Holy Spirit
From

earliest

symbolism

the

times
Holy

in

Spirit

Christian
has

been

represented by a white dove. A white dove
descending is the most traditional symbol
of the Holy Spirit.
Now it came to pass, when all the
people were baptized, that, Jesus also
having been baptized, and praying, the
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended in a bodily form, as a dove,
upon him, and a voice came out of heaven,
“Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am
well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22 ASV

Solomons Island is located at

the

southern

County.

end

of

Calvert

For many years, the only

connection between the island and

the mainland was a wooden bridge
spanning about 550 feet. This very
early post card, with a postmark of
October 30, 1906, was mailed by
longtime

Solomons

resident,

Adolph P. Kopp. The building seen
here

is

the

Solomons

Methodist Church.

United

Built in 1870, the Solomons United Methodist Church was
the first church to be built on Solomons Island and, for many
years, was the northernmost building until the establishment
of the H. M. Woodburn and J. C. Lore Oyster Houses.

Solomons Methodist Church, before 1912.

Solomons Methodist Church, graveyard destroyed

(CMM P-4210, Gift, Edith Marsh Harrison).
The Great Storm
Friday, October 13 , 1893, the church cemetery was washed out. The burial ground was in
the yard of the Methodist Episcopal Church that stood on the end of a long, low strip of
ground, with water on either side. The graves were only slightly above the water level and
within fifteen feet of the water’s edge. During the storm the waters gradually approached the
graves and tomb stones. The mounds began to level and the marble slabs to topple. In a

short while the grassy surface had disappeared.

Thomas J. Oliver, PVT CO E, a
Civil War veteran, he enlisted in
the Union Army in 1863 and was
discharged in June 1865.

He

served honorably as a Private in
Company E of the 11th Regiment,
Maryland Infantry.
The plaque was provided by the
Veterans Administration, obtained
through

the

Funeral

Home.

tombstone,

efforts

of
Mr.

official

Rausch
Oliver’s
Veteran’s

bronze plaque and flag can be
seen from the street.

Sergeant Arick L. Lore was

born in Solomons, MD. on October
1, 1891. On November 23, 1917
he was inducted into the U. S.
Army at Camp Mead, Maryland.
On October 14th, 1918, he was
killed by sniper bullets in the
front line trenches of WW I after

having survived horrific fighting
during the Battle of Verdun, a key
battle in ending the “Great War.”

1899 …First Major Remodeling
The church was first remodeled by lowering

the pitch of the roof, changing the front,
building the bell tower, hanging a bell, ceiling
the interior and make a set of pews totaling
about

$900.

During

this

remodeling

the

tongue and groove domed ceiling was set in
place by members who were master ship’s
carpenters. Church lore tells the story of the

pulpit being hand-made by Richard Norwood
using the paneling taken from the captain’s
cabin of a 3 mast schooner.

The

special

dedication

December 23, 1899.

service

was

1911 Second Major
Remodeling
A back alcove was built and
adorned by the large Norwood
Memorial

stained

lead-glass

window, memorial windows were
placed throughout the sanctuary;
the

pulpit

column

set,

alcove

was

ceiling

raised,

reinforced,

side walls covered with campo
board, painted outside and within,
new modern pews and new organ
were purchased.

The reopening

service was held October, 1911.

1945 Fellowship Hall
Building

materials

were

scarce following WWII. The men
of

the

church

built

the

Fellowship Hall using what-ever
materials they could find.

The

cost was born by the Ladies Aide
Society.
(now United Methodist Women).

1988 Major

1912 Sunday
School Room added

Upgrade Project
New roof, painting,
new furnace,
handicapped ramp
built, restrooms
upgraded, kitchen

remodeled, ceiling
fans installed and the
memorial windows
were restored.

2003 Third Major Remodeling
Restoration of the church and building
the

Christian

Education

Wing

began

October 15, 2002, with the demolition of
the old hall, built in 1912 and enlarged in
1945.
wing

By July 1, 2003 a new two story
had

been

built,

the

sanctuary

extended, the altar enlarged, the alter
memorial windows reset and back-lit, and
a

lectern

made

from

the

4X4

removed during the reconstruction.

studs
Two

small memorial windows were removed
and

placed

celebration

in

the

Service

new
of

wing.

A

Reconsecration

and Rededication was held on July 13,
2003.

What is Past – Is Prologue
BOLDLY STEPPING INTO THE
FUTURE

When the Church was built

in 1870 it was a modern, and up-todate

facility

in

service

to

its

community.

Today, Solomons United Methodist
remains

a

modern

and

up-to-date

facility, and just as enthusiastic about
service to its community and boldly

embracing its mission in the 21st
Century.

The value of this historic Church, having
endured through time and events, cannot
be measured in dollars. For over a century
Solomons United Methodist Church has
served both the Lord and the needs of our
local community.

