Solomons United Methodist Church
Loving, Serving, and Growing in the Name of Jesus Christ

Sunday, January 6, 2019

10:00 a.m.
Order of Worship
Welcome
Welcome and Opening Prayer
*Hymn of Praise We Three Kings Hymn# 254

Scripture based on Isaiah 60:1-6

The Ingathering of the Dispersed

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. > For darkness shall cov-
er the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. * Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. * Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. > Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. °A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the



Matthew 2: 1-12
The Visit of the Wise Men
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men'@ from the East came to
Jerusalem, * asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising,”’ and have come to pay him homage.” > When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusa-
lem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiah'¥ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the proph-
et:
®‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherdlg] my people Israel.”

" Then Herod secretly called for the wise men'®!

and learned from them the exact time when the star had ap-
peared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” > When they had heard the king, they
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,[ﬂ until it stopped over the
place where the child was. *° When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy.
10on entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. *> And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Homily Rev. Dottie Yunger
Presentation of Logan Scholarships

Picking of Stars

Prayer of the People

Offering with Prayer

Prayer of Confession

Lord of living light, we hear the story of the Magi and tie it together with our warm Christmas celebration. It
feels comfortable to us. Break those bonds of comfort and help us to realize the risk of witness and discipleship
for those who follow your light. Shine brightly in us and through us. Forgive the blindness we so often offer to
you. Give us vision of what you would have us be and do in the Light of Your Love. AMEN.

Words of Assurance
Light has come to you. Your light has come and it has erased the darkness. Now we can walk and work in the
light. You are loved by God and called to God's service. AMEN.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,

Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your
prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war anymore.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a light to the
nations. You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on those who fear you from
generation to generation. You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill
the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away.

Your own Son came among us as a servant, to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He humbled himself in
obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery
to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to
his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."



